
Special Status Species Project

Funding:

• Grant from the Packard Foundation to fund a SIMoN project on
Threatened and Endangered species in the MBNMS

Project Objectives:

• The SIMoN Science Committee and MBNMS staff identified a need for
information on:

–A comprehensive list of special status species that occur in,
transit through or otherwise use resources in the MBNMS

–The ecology, populations status, and recent management
actions/needs for the special status species in the MBNMS.



Special Status Species project

New section of the SIMoN

website

Purpose of project:

• Identify “special status”

species in the MBNMS

– Endangered, Threatened

– Species of Concern

• Provide listing status of those

species

• For selected species, provide

in-depth information on:

– biology

– on-going research and gaps

– current management efforts

– web-based resources, etc.
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• Tables are provided by

taxonomic groups
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– Fishes

– Invertebrates
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• Use “Jump To” menu

to navigate to tables
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Special Status Species project:

Home Page

Click on the ‘?’ symbol

after listing terms to

access

• Descriptions of listing

organizations and/or

legislation

• Definitions of listing

terms and categories

– Endangered

– Vulnerable

– Threatened

– Species of Concern
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Home Page

Home page contains:

• Links to in-depth

species summaries

• Click on common

name that are

hyperlinks

• Example: Blue Whale



Special Status Species project:

In-depth Species Summaries

Species Summaries are in a

standardized format.

Each species page will contain:

• Common Name

• Scientific Name

• Stock that occurs in the

MBNMS

• Photo

• “Jump To” menu to navigate

to all the sub-sections

• Summary of Listing Status

– Similar to the listing status

tables, but contains

additional information
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• Geographic Range
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• “General” description

• “MBNMS”  description
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Special Status Species project:

In-depth Species Summaries

Species Summaries are in a

standardized format.

Each species page will contain:

• Geographic Range

• Habitat

• Migration and Movements

• Abundance

• Natural History

• Threats

• Conservation and Research

• Research Gaps

• Recommended Actions

• Cited References

• Additional Resources

– Websites, images, video, etc.
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Species Summaries currently on website:

• Mammals: sei whale, blue whale, fin whale, humpback whale, gray
whale, Steller sea lion, northern elephant seal, southern sea otter

• Birds: California Brown Pelican, Marbled Murrelet, Rhinoceros Auklet

• Invertebrates: black abalone

Coming Soon:

• Mammals: North Pacific right whale, sperm whale, harbor porpoise,
Guadalupe fur seal

• Birds: Great Egret, Great Blue Heron, Western Snowy Plover, Xantus’s
Murrelet

• Reptiles: leatherback sea turtle

Next Steps:

• Partner with experts to create additional species summaries


